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Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Lord God - in the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Dear baptized, 
 
In the Gospel reading for today it is the Day of Rest and Jesus has accepted an invitation to partake 

of the Friday evening Sabbath meal and eat bread at the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees. 

There are others at the Seder meal, including a man with dropsy. All eyes are on Jesus, watching 

closely to see if He was going to break the Law even as He broke the bread. There is a silent answer 

from the lawyers and Pharisees when Jesus asks them if it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath. Then our 

Lord healed the man demonstrating that He is the Lord even of the Sabbath. He questions them 

about what they would and would not do on the Sabbath Day. They are now not only silent, but 

completely unable to answer Him. Then, in what must have been a shock, Jesus tells them what are 

and what are not proper table manners when the Lord Himself is present at the Table. 
 
This text is easily divided into two parts. First is the section that Jesus directs to everyone who had 

been invited to be here, who is present with the Lord on this Holy Day and who is resting on the 

Sabbath Day in this particular house. Second is the address to the host who was presiding over the 

meal ... the celebrant. Please listen to verses 6-14 of the Gospel for today under the theme ... 
 
... At Table in the Presence of the Lord. 
 
Jesus told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the best places, 

saying to them: "When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best 

place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; and he who invited you and him come 

and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,' and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place. But 

when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he 

may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.' Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at 

the table with you. For whoever exalts himself with be abased, and he who humbles himself will be 

exalted." 
 
Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your 

friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor your rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you 

be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And you will 
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be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for your shall be repaid at the Resurrection of the just." 
 
Thus far the Word of the Lord our God. 
 
Jesus begins His instruction by directing words to those in attendance ... to everyone sanctifying the 

Holy Day by being at rest and being served at the Sabbath Day meal. First He teaches about bad 

table manners and directly refers to the particular attitude of the individual. One should never 

presume a place at the head table for this reflects a haughty heart and a presuming spirit. Only 

someone filled with pride and self-importance would come sauntering into the house and up to the 

front for the a place at the head table, all the time actually expecting to be served the supper. Perhaps 

you have seen someone who has been directed from the head table because, in either their arrogance 

or ignorance, they should not have been there. It is embarrassing and humiliating when someone is 

told to return whence he came and sit down. 
 
But this is the sinful attitude of many whose minds are so curved in on themselves that they are not 

even aware of the dreadful perspective they have concerning themselves and others. It is the bent 

spirit of James and John when they made their request to Jesus, Grant us that we may sit, one on 

Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your Glory (Mark 10:37). On the night when Jesus 

was betrayed He instituted the New Passover ... the Lord's Supper. The followers of the Christ were 

at the Lord's Table and following the sacramental Word of the Lord and the reception of the 

Emmanuel's Body and Blood by those invited to the Feast, the disciples began to have a discussion 

as to which of them should be considered the greatest (Luke 22:24). 
 
The attitude of the individuals who are guests in the house and who are in attendance for the meal is 

to be that of humility -- a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise (Psalm 51:17). 

The humble individual recognizes that it is by gracious invitation that he is even permitted in the 

house. She is the woman who is satisfied to receive even the crumbs that fall from the children's 

table. He is like the sinner who came to the Temple, slipped into the back, kept his head down and 

confessed, God be merciful to me a sinner (Luke 18:13). One should seek a seat at the lowest table 

and be thankful for this place in the house and at the Host's Table. 
 
Who should be exalted to the highest place? There is no doubt that it is the Lord. Is that where we 

find Him? Take a look and take a listen. To the disciples who were arguing about who was the 

greatest, Jesus replied, For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who 

sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One Who serves (Luke 22:27). Jesus takes washbasin 

and towel, switches places and goes to the lowest place in the upper room. He takes your place and 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And 

being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even 

death on the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the Name which is 

above every name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those 

on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:7-11). 
 
The Incarnate Son of God then tells those at the Sabbath Day's Meal the proper table manners 

"When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast. Do not sit down in the best place, lest one 

more honorable than you be invited by him; and he who invited you and him come and say to you, 

‘Give place to this man,' and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are 

invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to 
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you, ‘Friend, go up higher.' Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table 

with you. For whoever exalts himself with be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
 
This merciful God, this Jesus, Who has already switched places with you, has not only taken your 

place under the curse of the Law and on the wicked cross, but has, in His grace, switched you from 

the kingdom of darkness and into His marvelous Light ... in other words, ushering you to a place at 

His Banqueting Table for the Feast of Victory from our God. Certainly we are able to understand 

why the Mother of our Lord sang of her Savior and we are glad to sing the Magnificat: "My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, For He has regarded the low estate of 

His maidservant ... He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put down the 

might from their thrones, and exalted the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the 

rich He has sent away empty" (Luke 1).  
 
After Jesus — the Good Wine at Cana and the Bread from Heaven — teaches about table manners of 

the individual who was sanctifying the Holy Day and being served at the Sabbath Day meal, and 

directly refers to the particular attitude of the individual, He then turns His discourse to the host — 

He speaks to the man who invited Him — to one of the rulers of the Pharisees. "When you give a 

dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor your rich neighbors, 

lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 

maimed, the lame, the blind." 
 
Jesus expects the host not to use the meal as a basis for impressing a friend or for showing off to his 

brothers or amazing a relative. The feast is not to be used in order to create a debt from which a 

payback is expected. The table is to be closed to the high and mighty, to the proud and arrogant. The 

celebrant is not to use the Supper as a means to win friends and influence people. That would be 

extremely poor table manners on the host's part and truly a grave sin in the Presence of the Lord. The 

steward of the Feast is, in fact, to invite the others ... the outcasts that they may be brought into the 

House of God ... the poor that they may be fed the King's portion ... the maimed that they may be 

bound up by the Good News of the Feast ... the lame that they may receive the blessed Manna from 

the hand of the man who serves ... the blind that they may behold the Cup of Blessing and drink 

from it ... to invite that sinners may sit at Table with the Lord. 
 
How wonderful for the host to serve this Meal and to see all these people in attendance at the 

Wedding Feast. Jesus ends His Words to the host who is celebrating this by saying to him, "And you 

will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for your shall be repaid at the Resurrection of the 

just." In this life there is no way for those who participate in the Meal to repay the celebrant, the host 

or the owner of the house. The reward is in eternity and consists of the joy of being at the Wedding 

Banquet of the Bridegroom and His Bride, the Church and of seeing one another at that Festive 

Table that began in eternity, is ongoing now, and will continue on in eternity. 
 
The Kingdom of God does not belong to the proud Pharisee, the arrogant scribe or the self- righteous 

man or unprepared woman of this day. It belongs to those who have a place at the Table in Presence 

of the Lord ... to the man with dropsy who was healed on the Sabbath Day ... to the poor in spirit 

who seek the one thing needful ... to the deaf who hear the absolving Word ... to the blind who see 

the Savior Jesus ... to the infant cleansed in Christ by Baptism ... to the repentant who thirst for 

righteousness ... to the children who hunger for daily Bread. 
 
To such as these, indeed, to those of you who are in the Lord's House on this Holy Day and who are 
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eating now in the Presence of the Lord along with angels and archangels and all the company of 

heaven, this is the Feast that never ends. How wonderful it is to be ... "At Table in the Presence of 

the Lord!" Amen. 


